
Conclusions

II IS doar that the mobUit.. tion of dU'lt in tt>< Sa/I.l'" ond its IUbtequent
t",n'port th'OIlgh tll< llmo.ph..e ..'en beyond the Sahara ill ","Iural p,ocess thll
hal "'en &oinl on fo' 11001 period of time. Thil hOI led to tile formation of.ohan
..dimen" in the Medit.,ranean and the Atlantic and to the formation of I""", "'~,
in mony .djacent rqion. ond po1Sibly .. far .way as the isLond. ofth. Wos,lndit•.
Possible shon·term eff«to of the d"", d.po';'ion on ,."..trial and Iquato: eco­
'Yllemla" less ....n und.rs,ood.

Durinl ,«ent yea,.. seve",t ,ase, of I "'b"antial lolli"ani" tr'n$port (up '0
...."'I ,hoo.."d kilomet,..) ha'" been documented by direc, mea'Ur"",enta.
Roulh ..,im.,,, show thll the Saharan I,ea may contribute annually 60 '0 200
m~lion tOn' of aoU dust to the 'ropo.ph.,e, This is I aub.tantill part - pe,haps
about~ of tho t","1 Uli.l du>t orrum"", in'" tho ''''"","p'''''' ond m.y ha..
some influence on the ..gionallnd the global d,mate.

It i' nOi II present posoibte to estimate whl! effe" human ..lioitie, .U<h as
"lVi,ul!ural praotie", Ii,,"ock Vazinl....ood cut'ina, .'c., may h... On the large
..ale mobilizat;oo and transpor1 of dust in this region. Before .uch lit ......ment
con be made, "'e mull obtain mt>:h mo,e kno...led&e of the pt=...1 thll oon­
tribute to erosion and to the Iron'pon ond d.po';tion of the dust bcaliy ......n as
at v .. ter dilunoe,. The ,equi,ed 'esearch and measuremen' wo,k iI of an inter·
disciplinary 1\.I'u," ond ...ill h.ve to include aspects of It Ielll mineralogy. pod·
<>lORY, ecolOlY and meteorolOlY.

Arnon& the main ..~ of '.... 'ch the foDowing may be menlioned:
- Comprehens;", ,,"d.i.. '0 understand ,h. produc'ion of fine partieuille

ma,enal by .....th.Rn, and di.intevarion pr=soe> .. a fiat and impt>ttant llep in
dUlt production.

- A thorough documenlltioo of lrid .oil oomposition in term, of mine",IORY.
pill't;,I. SIze dillrib"tion and chemical composition, etc .. for the ,,"ole Saharan .....

- A r:omprehen';...tudy of Salwan meteorolocy on an «:II.. to und'roland
the Ii.. Ind tran'port proce.. of min.ral dUll within the Sahill'lo ar.. and 001 intO
tho ,u"oundilli are.. ,

- S'udiot1 10 unde"lond lhe po';li.. and neptive «oloiieal effe<:u of dust
depo';liosl .:Ion& the ftin", of ,he desert 11<", especially Ihe relation to prod"",.
ivity of 1O~' lOd c.....tal ......".

we malte nO p,opoaal fo, .peo:if>e institUlional a.r'lIlgemenl, bul note th.
desir:abilily of h.vin& th< investiptions cl_ly lie<! to inlli'ut;"". itI,h. ,ountri..
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.urrOWldinl the Sahara. An impo'WIl 1uk for UNEP ."d <>III<, ;'l1.,nlliOllol
orpniUI;on. io to .".ngth.n ,..,h inl1UUllOlU Ill' lupponin& rl:ieuth 1l'Id Itw.lSu,e·
mon, prOf,l'Ul1m••.


