
Foreword

The !kienlir", C"",mittu on Problems of the Envi,onment (SCOPE) .......tlb­
tiohM by 'he In'''ml1ionol Council of !kien,irJc Un;"". (ICSU) m 1969 '0 advanco
knowl.dge of the infl....,cc of the humin tic. upon i".nvi,onmem, IS w.n IS ,h.
e{fee" of tIlo.. ol ..""i"", upon human health and _Ifa"" It Wll' irI,ended to giY<
plrticuW ."enhon '0 ,hose effect, which .n ei,her glob.l Or shored in common by
$O.. ral llI,ion•. It ...,... IS I non~.. rnmen'ol, in,.,disciplinary and in'.rlll,ionol
council of scienti... , ."d .. I sourco of advice for Jo..mrnentl ""d inler_
JOvemmenlallg.nci.. with r..pec' '0 environmental problem•.

SCOPE auk, 10 ,ynthe<iu environmen1l1 infonnation fTorn din". lcien'if",
field., "'.n'ifyin, kn"""ledge pps, and dils<minltml the , ..ult •. Durt"i ,he lut
....ral y'"IS, the mlin .rnplwi. hIS bun on ,he foll"""inl topic.:

I. BioJeochemicol <yele.:
1, Dynamic change. and .""Iu,ion of "Olyste""':
3. Envi,onm<n,Il 1lSp<C" of hurnon ..Ulem..,,,,
4. Eco'oxkoLosY:
S. Simul.,ion mQdeUinl of environm.n11l'}~I'''''':
6. Environm<n,Il monilorinl;
7. Comrn"nic.,,,,,, of environmen,"l infonnallon and lOcie..1 ....."".nl If\d

l<ipOfI".

A number of pub~cl\ioru h..... ,..,,!ted, indudin, SCOPE 10: Environmm'QI
1_.. which provide. an """rview of the environmenu.l chlllen,.. of the nexi
decade.

Few proble"", mUllr,,. more concre,ely IlId visibly the in'.rnational Ind
mullidilciplinory character of th... inues th"" does ,h. q..."ion of ,he origin.
tr.n'l"'tl, ""d deposition of Slhlran dust. Th. eolian particles fTom lhe Sahara are
...., and ha.. their effectl or di.,ances of 'houund' of kilomelTU f,om ,h.
Medit.,tI/l.,n '0 the C..ibb."". l1Iei, mobiliu,;on is influenced by I wid. ran,. of
ph),uc.l. biolopcll, and social f.ClO... Unde..unding whar produce. them .nd
shapes 'heir movemen" and ,heir influen". upon the ..".iving envi,,.,men' call. for
" ....ch in bioLosY, ch.misuy. looanplty, seolosY, meteorolOJY. o...nop.phy,
pedology, and relatod sociI! .d.nc.,

SCOPE ..... h'ppy '0 join in ,he ini,ia,~ ,"k.n by ,h. S«..'atill for In'.r.
n.,ionll Ewloct of Sweden to orpnizi"i ,he workshop from which ,his ",lum< of
pIpe.. is dJlWll. The office" of SCOPE It. grateful to Dr. Christ.. Morl!u fOf hI>

•
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lud.nhip witll tll. ~upport of tll. EcoIOlkal Resear'h Commilt•• of the Sw.di<!l
Nuur" Sci<nco R'JOu.h Council, \he Royill SII'!dlSh ~dtmy of Scitn~. lht
Monilorinl .nd A>oeum.nt Re...",h Cen"e. I!Id U1\ESCO. W••bo ",knowlodF
lhe assisl'''''' of Dr. A. J.Dye'. who ably ,.view.d lhe manuscript.
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