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Diversity of Urbanizing Situations]

Tilt ori.is in tho pro"ision of slItlto' in most d...lopm. coun'n., 'od.y I' lh.
p,od",,' of. number of f.ClOfI. Th... includo. in panicub,. ,h...pid .... of
population InCrt 1l1l0uaf!ou, "'0 Thi'd ~'o,k1. How..."" Ion." mOSI pcoplo
rtm.lnod in rural ,h. probl.m of ",.ir "'el", p"",,,on, ,1I0uaf! ..riou'......
no' cri,Ic.1. Th••lioi, oi'u"lon II... ri..n .. , ..,ul' of ,h. m,";vo ru"I·'o-urb.n
migrllion of 10'" numbo" of ..lttiv.ly poor indi'iduob, ...Ith 10'" .duc.uonol
""Inmon' oncI "onty t.d,nicol .I:ill. n. """..,gonor of '" lOony ""om, of
mivon" <ot • lirni"d numbo' of n'bon «nil" h.. (oK.d tho problom to tho
forofron' of public """..iou,"", and h.. m.de ,h. urboni"u,," p'o.... <ote of ,bo
most poten' facton .ff«tin. both ,h• .rr"ioncy of ",.It.. promion 'nd the
..-n"ol .nvt'on..... n'ol .ondi,ion. in d...lopin. coun'ri<, ""hy.

THE CO:-:CEPT OF URBAS STABILITY

A, a .en."lizo.,lon "" • con,in.ntal ..ole, 'he puudinJ desaipti"" hi.
con.mrabk vobclity. Ho......,. "'0 pooition diff'" .... lIy from on. coun'ry to
ono,h... In ..viowi". tho oitualion, i' I, Imponon' '0 c""lid.. ,h. lik.1y '''nd, and
indo«l 'ho po"n"ol for ....oroonl". of oxi"in. 'ondi'ionL A u..ful '''''''p' In ,hi.
"lard i, thlt of urlJan "ebi/iry. This rtf'" '0 Ih. fH>t<nrit1.I.ap«i'y of. """mry 10
"""1iJtt<. 10 lUb<utiz•• Ii..n tho ,i.. of Ito population. ill k ..1 of oconomic
de"lop""n', the pattern of demov.phio .,o...th .•nd tho .urr.n' lalan« b.,.....n
rut2l ond urban ...idenc<. A ..ltti..ly indu"ri.li>ed .oun'ry such .. Arl"ntin•.
with a ..la'i.ely high PC' capita ir>com<, low blnh ",. .nd 0 high pe'ctn".. ofito
populo'ion .lready u,banl,«I, can be "mood "tablo', whe..... ,,"un,ry li\;o Uppo,
Volto with low pe' "pita in.om<, hllh birth rat< .nd • high pr<>ponion of i"
popul.ti"" "ill rural"'ould bo d....d •• 'vory un""bl•.

11>< aim of thl< chap,., 1<, 'h..ofo... '0 pt<..nt' cla..mcotion of Aoion. Afri.an.
ond Lotin Amoricon ",un'ric. accnrd"'l ,,, ,"", 10..1, of urban "abili'y. The
intoOlion i. '0 <mpllo<iz< th1t the lev<I "f urbon "ability in , .0001ry is no'
inokpendont of its oocio-«""omic oi,uati"".

It i' ..ry hord to m.ke Itn..oll...'i"". thO!'r< valid for tho tII,« con,inon" due
'0 lh. c"".id.rablo ..';ati"" 'hit oxl'" In 'ho chlr.<teri.lI•• of the vanon,
coun,ri... N""'thtl.... i' can bo laid 'hot urb'" ctn'rt. in Latin Arnoric', Alia and
Afric. p,...", with differ.", d...... of intenoily «'toin .ommon oh.raot.ri<,ico
ouch "' tho low ...,Ift in.""" of 'I>ri' inhabi',"" ("U..v,ud by.n i""quitalll<
inc","" di>tribution In oach .oun'ry), inclpi.<n' ind"'trioliulion. un","ploym<n'
and \IIIdr,-omployrntnt. illilmey, food "''''llgt and inldoqul\< '""" 10 hOu';nl
and ",II.. soclol ..,vi....



"
Til< du. used ""., 1><... obtained from nr!ou. Unlt.d Nation. docurJl<nts..,d

rtf.. 10 tho yur 1970. Th. ind d.rlv«! from ,I",. dOlO hove !>eon an.lysed
sop."".ly fo< .ach of the Ib, "",in.n" d"" to ,h.i, dio,;"",;.. ch.."".,i"i<s.

1M ,ypoI"IY prest.led h.", II>WII•• th.t urblniznion 10k.. pllct within the
potitk.l Ind adminl",..,iv. boondan" of ..ch '<>U"Uy; that is. in"rn't1ooal
mil'llion is reprdod.s h"ina 00 li&niflc.n, imp"'" 00 the """,cal "monlZotion
proco" and urblni..,;"". (rom th, d''''''lrllphic poillt of vie.... i•• conlt<ju.nct
only of tho ol1u,lI1 I,owth of o'hUl popu.ll1ion ,nd of in"m" mig,It,""_

lh. lyp<>l"IY. haw...r. h.. so.... Iimi",ion•. Ono Is lb., lack of on iodie""r
",n«liol. fot dlff.",", dlt••, ,h. ;"oid.n« of int,,,,"1 mi."'ioo. 00 th.
nrbaniu!;"" pI""".... Til< nth.. i' ,h••b...« of 111 ind;u'o, "'<>Winl ,h.
dimibution of !he intem.1 consumption of lOma ....n'ill ot,""" •..eh ...due>,ion
and h•• lth co",. In 'l'i" of ,hi., 'h. typology of 1.-,.1> of urb." "ab~ity h.. the
ad.antage of allOwing no' only I d ...meatlon of tho cou",n.. "cordinl '0 th.i,
p,...nt d.p... of u,b,ni... ,ion bu, 11>0 th. inco,poration of Ill. dynlmi< fICtor of
prOllptc".' urban gTO"o"h. Thi. Iall indlcllo, "n",,, •projection up '0 1985 of ,h.
behaviour durinl • .,Ii" d."od.. of 'ho ....0 ....,,'..1 .!eme"" of u,bon growth.
""mely notunl in,,,... aJI<l miJ"lioo, from the '''''"'rysid. '0 ,h. oi,i...

URBA~ STABILITY I~DICATORS

Urbln ".bUi'y h.. be." m....."d by mean. of four Indlc"ors:

(1) the 1",,,,n,"I' of ""oil P"l'Ulllloo In 1970,

(2) ,h. annu.' J.l0.... 'h "" of w,,1 populalio" in 1970 (. m...ore of ,h.
polen'ia1 eOll,tibu,ion of ",,,1 '",' to ,h. fU'"r< I"....'h of the urb..,
popul'lIOn. "" ,h. , ..omptioo thal mil"ooo, toward. ,h. ei,i.. "'ill
""",in",,);

(3) 'h. ,nnuol gro,,·'h "" of urb.n populatio" in 1970; .nd

(4) ,I>< cliff,,,,,,,, bt,....... th, annuol gro,,-th "" of th, urb.n population in
1985 ...d in 1970. ",bich "fl",,, the .ff.et of bo'h ""u", in",... w,thin
oili.. and the imp.a01 of mil"'ion '0 ,h.m.'

Th... indio"ors ...'" " ....form,d '"'0 , singl. m....Uro of urban stabU"y fOT
..cit country using th, foll~i"5 ""thod. Th. ""I' of .-.Iu". (i.•. ,h. diff".n«
I>e'"un ,h. I~,,, and high'" .alue.) of ..ch of ,h. four indieo,ol1. in.ope«i••
of ,h. eonli"... ,. "'I' id.nlin.d. Thi. '."ge u. divid.d in'o I<n d.dl.. and the
d.ctl.. "nko<l f'''''' 1 '0 10 In ord.. of Ii",. :-;ow numerical .alu" for ..eh "ounuy
b..o<l on i" pooilion on th, d,cil. ",al. "'" then ...ign.d for ..ell of the
i"dkalofl. The oddition of th, fou, individ .... d«U••al"". fu, .ach coon'ry
yi.ldo<l a ".... ..1<... , TI>< Tanr' of ,1><...'alue. "'a..",..IOIned Ind 'h.n di.icIo<l in,o
qUI"il.~ Th. eoonoi.. falli"1 in ,h. low." quartile aro el,o>ifl.d •• "abl. (I);
simil.,ly the o'h'" 'T< da\5ifl<d .. faiTly ".bl, (1I). un"abl< (Ill) md very
uu"abl. (IV).



"
Thi, """hod".., u>ed for.n co,",,,i.. in th. th"" e<>ntin.nu (loblt. 3.1, ).2.

l,3) in order 10 ,n,bl, comp,,''''''' btl...... COu"',,""n dirf",", contin,nl> in
t'rms of <hti' 1,-',1 of orb.n .ubilny_

Tobl. 3.4 show. 'h, dis"ibution of <""nln., in La'U\ Am<ric.. ~li.IlDd Afrk.
"" ,he bosi. of \hi. dauilk""'n. VOl)' r.... c""n,,'" in the th,... con'Ultnl.11 '"lion,
can b< said to hI'" ,..<bod. ,i,u.,;oo of n<ban ".bility. The.. coun,rie. i"dudt,
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TABLE 3.4 Cot..or;<o of Urb.. SUbm,y
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in Latin Americ•. ollly AfJ<n",Ol. Cbil<. Uroa"y .nd T"mdlld .nd. in Asia.
Cyp""'. h,..1 .nd J.p.n, \11th the oxcopllon of '.p.n (... mch rn .ny oa.. ,. no
l0"l0r con<id,r,d • dcvo~n. oOllntty).nd AfJlnulII, all til, "'hi' o""n"i .. in
th.. cI,"'r< ,,11l;"0t; '0'.11. Th< totll popullt,"" (,xduodi", J.p.n) i. only .bout
4(1 million••bout 2 1"" Olllt of thl populOllon of d.....IOl'inZ or..... III the"
c,,"ntli... th, [0,,1 popnla6on .ccoun" fo' nO mo" Ih.n 2S 1"" «n' of the totll
.nd its rot< of growth i. ""ry 'm'll. Of in a numi><r of ca... i••ctullly d,clirunl. so
that the "'urCO o( roral-urb.n misr>tion <In b. thoopt of" Ilro.dy dry;", up,

EI",," ,,,,,,"tri<> 110 dused .. fottly >tobl•• •ix '" LatlO A.... ,i<;•• Ihr.. ,n
Asi' and t"'" in Africa. Thoi' t",al popol"ion rop"'''n'' .... than 10 p<r ",nt of
Ih. popul'lion o( tho Third World ("""luding Cbin.). In thil ,,>t'lory of "ountn.s.
tU1I1 populUion. now .ocoont for no mor< m.n h.lf tho to..l pop"I"ion. and
thoir ,.t. of growth i' dowing down to I... than I 1"" cen, p<r annom. A row o(
the.. <ooolri... OQlObly Cyp,o•• ,I,..dy h",. d.dioing 10,.1 popul1tion•.•ltllouv.
a few u,ho". n""bly Ih"" in Af,ie•. h_ ,,, .. of powth ofrur'l popul,tron """
I 1"" «ot 1"" 'nnom.

Countri.. wim 'table .nd fairly It'bk nrboniling .i'U'bOn. ,«no"' ror
tw"",h,,d, th, to1>1 popul1tion of La'in Am.rico, In o'hor word•. this i" con"nen,
whor. til< u,b.niza,ion p'O«''' h .ety adv'need and whe", Ih. probl<m of sIt.lt"
provision ,. ahudy "'ole. TI><" "' coont,it. w'e" ",tu'ion. "' oT].ntly n..d«l.
but in ""'ich the .. i. Ie.. P''''I'''Cl of (otu" m.uiv. city Irowth Clu..d by
ru,o).urb.n migr"ion.

By ")1\"..1. ,h. ''''go,y of ooom'it. with un>tabl. urb.ni'ing situ"ion. is
domin".d by Asi •. Th... oro 'ountrio ......,. tho ,urol·orbon mig""on '''um i. in
full .pat<. TI>< p'oportion o( ru,.tl popu.t"ion i' "ill <onsid."bl<: -I,n."lIy
bot ...... 60 and 80 p<r OInt - and its rote or.,owth i. 'n..n.bly hilh., th.n I 1""
OIOt 1"" ,nn"m. Th. ,nnull g,o...,h ..,. of urb,n ."•• i. g.".rally botw.." 4 .nd 5
1"" OInt por 'III1Um. In oth" ..'o,d•. ,h." "' ,oontri....·•.,. tit. urban POPW";OIl
;, lik.ly to doubl••V<lY two d"ad.. for 10m. tiro< to "0101, Sin« this <It.goty
coo"in. ""'" 54 p<r OInt of ,h. 'otal population or Thi'd 1I'0,ld ooun"'"
(exdodi"l Chin.) ,IS """obI< u,ban sito"ion h" aLarmint implic:>tioM for sIt.lt.,
pr""i';on. Tho pooition in India, ''P''oio.lly in """" of rts .... "opoll1an contro. lik<
(alCUtl •. h...J,..dy hi' 11,. world'. h..dlin.., Y" i' I. important to ......01..' 'hat
<>Vir 15 1"" Clnt of ,h. Indi.n popolation i. "'iI 'ural. J( ••ignili<>nt p~>ponion of
,he.. poopl..... ,. to join til. ,i'yword OIo..menl in tho (o,.....bl. foto", the
problem of providint ad.qu", sIl.ll<r, .Iready virtually """,""q••bl<...ould
bo.om< oompl.,.ly impoosibl. by p""nt mll'OOs.

Th. IrooP o( o""nfrits ..,til. '''I)' lin'1I1M, urb'nrution situOlioo indud..
only tin.duro. and Hai'i in Lat", Amori,' bo' th, I"" m.jority of Afrk." .nd.
IUb".,,".1 "omb" of Asi.n ,ou"'fi.~ In .lIth... rountri.. Ih. ,u,,1 population
"ill forms til. 1'fJ<" proportion o( til< popol.tion. Il...,olly 0'''' 80 1"" «nl.nd
in a numb.. of th"" i' is _, 90 p<r cont. Th. rot< of I,owth of thi> rural
population i. Iloo higlt (osOilly O'it, 2 1"" «ot per 'nnum) and lrowth or Ih. orban
popul.,ion Is 01", • .,y consid.robl., "'tyinl botw••n 5 .nd 1 p<r «nt. Th.... r<
"""ntri., W'If. tho o,han'..tion p'o,,, .. i. in its in,tial ph... :b«.o.. of tho ""all
popol.,;on b,.. In 'h, citit. tit. rat< of trowth al"ady 'p!""" .xc...i... How."",.
th~ main prollierm of th~ countri.s. in t.rmt or wlfer prO'lition, ue .tiU in fh.
futuro and the t""p"'ion '0 oon,mo. to emph";.. unr..h"rc 'l'pro>ell<1 to th.i,



lOIulion is FU'. Allbough ,h. pooiuon i. likely '0 chlll~ rop;dly, ,h... cowtlti••
do h'V<1ll opportunity to pr<pm In. ",,",,!n,ful ".y for 'ho future.
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